THE RIGHT OF ASSOCIATION

political associations. We had our commercial  asso-
ciations,  our educational,  our  religious  associations,
As in Europe, so in India men united together for
many interests and worked in association for common
ideals. But by the inroads of invasion and calamity
our   life   became   broken   and   disintegrated. Still,
though we lost much, we had our characteristic forms
in which we strove to achieve that ideal of association
and unity. In our society we had organised a common
village life. It was a one and single village life in which
every man felt himself to be something, a part of a
single organism. We had the joint family by which we
tried to establish the principle of association in OUT
family life. We have not in our social developments
followed the path which Europe has followed. We
have never tended to break into scattered units. The
principle of association, the attempt to organise brother-
hood     was    dominant  in  our  life.   We    had     the
organisation of  caste   of which nowadays we   hear
such bitter complaints. It had no Sdoubt many and
possibly inherent defects, but it was an attempt., how-
ever imperfect, to base society upon the principle of
association, the principle of closely organising a com-
mon. life founded on common ideas, common feelings,
common tendencies, a common moral discipline and
sense of corporate honour. Then we had an institution
which in its form was peculiar to India, which helped
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